Lesson  9





I HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR YOU





About A Stewardship Which Is Fully


Committed





1. WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN STEWARD?





PSA 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 





1CH 29:14 "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 





LUK 12:48 But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 





1CO 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 





1CO 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 





2CO 5:15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 





JOH 15:5,8 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.   This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 








PSA 100:2 Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 





As a Christian steward I believe that everything belongs to God and that whatever I do is to honor Him. It means that God can trust me, and I am dedicated to living my life for Him.  The secret to that is to live in and for Jesus, to joyfully serve Him.








2.  HOW DO WE GLORIFY GOD WITH OUR TIME AND


     TALENTS?





MAT 25:14, 15  It will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them.  To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 





1CO 12:27-31  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?  Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?  But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way. 





1PE 4:10,11  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 





EPH 5:15-17  Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise,  making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 


Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 


God wants all believers to possess and exercise their special gifts. He wants His lost sheep to be found and His Church to grow as His children use their gifts.  His directive is to discover and develop your  more  important gifts. Don’t waste time.  Don’t waste gifts.  God has a plan for you to serve.  Spend more time discussing this with a mature Christian friend or your pastor.





3. WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT OUR STEWARDSHIP


     OF MONEY?





MAR 12:41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 





PRO 3:9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 





MAL 3:8-10 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 





LUK 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 





1CO 16:2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 





2CO 9:7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 





God  is honored by the best that we can give Him.  In the Old Testament that was the tithe.  Today we are free from the law of tithe, yet, many Christians still tithe and give more than the tithe because of their love for the Lord. When incomes is received a definite percent of one’s income should be set aside for church work and for charity.  God mentions Sunday as a day for these gifts.  He challenges us to give cheerfully, liberally, and to tithe, promising to give to us more than we give to Him.








4. WHAT ARE OUR OBLIGATIONS AS CHRISTIAN 


    WITNESSES?





MAT 28:19 ,20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."





ACT 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judo and Samara, and to the ends of the earth."





LUK 5:10,11 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men."  So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 





MAT 9:36 -38 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 


Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." 





JOH 4:35 Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 





ROM 1:14, 15 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish.  That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. 





ROM 10:1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 





What was the definition of a disciple from the previous Chapter?   With that definition in mind, know that it is god’s divine will to win the world to Himself.  It is His desire to have the Gospel of Christ come to you and then go through you and on to many others!  Jesus promises to make of you a fisher of men, not just the keeper of an aquarium.  All who are His take these words seriously.  Evangelism is not child’s play, but the prime work of every disciple of  Christ and every Christian congregation.





5. WHAT SHALL WE DO AS CHRISTIAN WITNESSES?





ACT 10:39 "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 





ACT 4:20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 





JOH 4:28 ,29,39 leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people,  "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" .....  Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 





2CO 5:19,20 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 





1CO 9:19-22 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 


To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 





COL 4:5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 


A Christian witness has personal knowledge of Jesus and shares that knowledge with others.  And ambassador for Christ is His envoy, represents Him, and speaks for Him.  I am His witness and ambassador by virtue of y faith in Jesus.  I have a story to ell, and the world is waiting to hear it.  My goal should be to speak to men about Jesus at every opportunity that presents itself.   I will also invite people to my church. Over 70% of the people who join a church came the first time as a result of an invitation by one of it’s members.


 





6. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE JOYS WHICH COME TO 


     US AS GOOD CHRISTIAN STEWARDS?





MAT 25:19-21 After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.  The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'  "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 





LUK 18:28-30  Peter said to him, "We have left all we had to follow you!" 


"I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God  will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life." 





DAN 12:3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 





GAL 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 


1CO 15:58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 





Some day the Lord will return for the accounting.  As a faithful steward I will hear His words of commendation and praise.  He promises to give me countless rewards in this life.  I should be encouraged never to give up my committed life to Christ.  As I serve the Lord with good works here I’ll be laying up rewards in heaven.  What a kind and gracious God I have.  No work for Him is never wasted. 











BIBLE READING FOR  THIS NEXT WEEK  


                                     (A chapter a day)





                                 Acts 15 -21
















































































WORKSHEET  NO. 9





1. Since God is the Owner of everything, what rule should we


    follow in using anything in this world.________________


    ______________________________________________





2. Name some of the special gifts and abilities that you may have


    as a Christian ________________________________________


    ___________________________________________________





3. TRUE or FALSE: Christian stewardship is dedicating everything


    we have and are to God’s glory, the building of His Kingdom, 


    our neighbor’s welfare and our own good welfare out of love for                                                            


    Christ.





4. As Jesus watches you give your offering in His Father’s House,


    how do you think He feels?   What changes, if any, do you feel


    are necessary on your part?____________________________


    __________________________________________________





	5. What are Some of the chief thieves which sometimes needlessly 


     rob us of time? _____________________________________


     _________________________________________________


    


6. TRUE or FALSE: I really believe the Lord wants me to speak to


    others about Him as best I can and that He will give me strength 


     to do so.


    


 7. TRUE or FALSE: We should share Christ with all people, even


     those who have membership in another church.      





8. What is the greatest gift we can give a person?__________


    _______________________________________________





9. What can we do to become more efficient in our witnessing  for


     Christ? __________________________________________





10. Should it bother us to know when certain people are living 


      without the Lord Jesus?___________ Why?_____________


      ________________________________________________ 


  


11. As you speak to a friend about Christ he says, “I have plenty 


      of time.  I’ll take my chances” What would you say to him? 


      ______________________________________________





12. What is meant by spontaneous witnessing?_____________


      _______________________________________________    


  


13. Some people are not converted because (  ) Jesus did not 


      die for them,  (  ) the story of salvation is not always being


      told, (  ) They are troubled by all the confusion in the churches,


      (  ) they believe they have plenty of time and will tend to it                 


      later.





14. What truths should we stress when speaking to someone about        


       Jesus? ___________________________________________


     __________________________________________________





15. How do you suppose you will feel in heaven if someone is 


      there because God used your voice to speak to him about


      Christ? __________________________________________











16. Mention three things that you would surely want to do before


      leaving this life for Heaven? 


     a.  ______________________________________________


     b.  ______________________________________________


     c.  ______________________________________________
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